Pope Benedict XVI at World Youth Day
Welcoming Celebration, Sidney Harbor, July 17, 2008
"...the views afforded of our planet from the air were truly
wondrous.The sparkle of the Mediterranean, the grandeur of the
north African desert, the lushness of Asia?s forestation, the
vastness of the Pacific Ocean, the horizon upon which the sun
rose and set, and the majestic splendour of Australia?s natural
beauty which | have been able to enjoy these last couple of
days; these all evoke a profound sense of awe. It is as though
one catches glimpses of the Genesis creation story - light and
darkness, the sun and the moon, the waters, the earth, and living
creatures; all of which are ?good? in God?s eyes. Immersed in
such beauty, who could not echo the words of the Psalmist in
praise of the Creator: ?how majestic is your name in all the earth??
(Ps 8:1)

And there is more ? something hardly perceivable from the sky ?
men and women, made in nothing less than God?s own image
and likeness. At the heart of the marvel of creation are you and |,
the human family ?crowned with glory and honour? (Ps 8:5).
How astounding!

....Perhaps reluctantly we come to acknowledge that there are
also scars which mark the surface of our earth: erosion,
deforestation, the squandering of the world?s mineral and ocean
resources in order to fuel an insatiable consumption. Some of you
come from island nations whose very existence is threatened by
rising water levels; others from nations suffering the effects of
devastating drought. God?s wondrous creation is sometimes
experienced as almost hostile to its stewards, even something
dangerous. How can what is ?good? appear so threatening?

My dear friends, God?s creation is one and it is good. The
concerns for non-violence, sustainable development, justice
and peace, and care for our environment are of vital importance
for humanity. They cannot, however, be understood apart from
a profound reflection upon the innate dignity of every human life
from conception to natural death: a dignity conferred by God
himself and thus inviolable. Our world has grown weary of greed,
exploitation and division, of the tedium of false idols and
piecemeal responses, and the pain of false promises. Our hearts
and minds are yearning for a vision of life where love endures,
where gifts are shared, where unity is built, where freedom finds
meaning in truth, and where identity is found in respectful
communion. This is the work of the Holy Spirit! This is the hope
held out by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is to bear witness to
this reality that you were created anew at Baptism and
strengthened through the gifts of the Spirit at Confirmation. Let
this be the message that you bring from Sydney to the world!



